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A dope MC, is a dope MC...

KRS-1, “Step Into a World”

Blastmaster Kris penned this line, and this track, to remind the masses about the sometimes forgotten craft of lyricism. To some what's important isn't the number of units - or birds -  moved, but the number of crowds moved by rocking the mic. The message is not lost on, and certainly applies to, the lyrically gifted Kardinal Offishall.


Kardinal is lightening quick in naming KRS-1 as his greatest hip-hop idol. “Man. I remember putting foil on the antenna so I could hear this dude,” reminisced Kardi. “Just the way he carried himself and made it so ill to be a b-boy and an MC.” That skill and swagger clearly left an impression on him, as well as the basement parties his father threw in his Offishall's youth. At an age where he was relegated to coat check duties, Kardi would often sneak a peek down into the party and he became aware of the effect that music would have on people. Having a father who was in a band, a DJ and a record collector would certainly have an influence on Kardinal growing up, as would his West Indian roots. Throw in being raised in the “cultural mosaic” as Kardinal described, of the fourth largest city in North America: Toronto, Canada, and you have a dope MC.


While proud of his heritage, culture and city, Kardinal Offishall knows when nobody is really trying to check out what's poppin' in the T-dot, he is forced to compete with everyone, from every city, to rise to the top. ”My job is to seek and destroy and murder. Whether it be murder any opinions you have, murder any stereotypes, murder any wack shit you puttin' out, that's my job. To seek and destroy,” Kardinal said. There's a drive to be better then the dude from Brooklyn or Atlanta who's hot right now. “I got to be ten times better then that dude, so when people hear a verse on a mixtape people are like 'Oh shit! Who's this nigga right here?' That's really how you got to do it, because it's not like I'm really trying to buy slots on all these mixtapes and pay the big DJs to run my shit,” he explained. “It sounds prehistoric but it's based on skill.”


That skill didn't  miss the ears of Clinton Sparks, and when Kardinal was touring the city of Boston in support for his first album, Sparks asked him to drop by the studio for a freestyle. The two clicked and  a friendship was born. As a result, the duo dropped the Do the Right Thing mixtape last year, and recently dropped a new mixtape in preparation for Kardinal's summer release of Not 4 Sale on Akon's Konvict Muzik. Kardi admits having to switch gears between doing tracks for an album versus freestyles for a mixtape. But it's not something he struggles with either. When it was time to re-up with Mr. Get Familiar, Kardi noted, “Lyrically? I just got in a crazy zone,” he said. “Just one night I got this mad crazy vibe and just started spitting out some thunder.” And what Clinton Sparks saw in Kardinal all those years ago, still holds true to this day noting Kardinal is “one of the most consistent, energetic MCs in the game. I have been a supporter since I started DJing.”


Mixtape DJs like Clinton Sparks or Whoo Kid aren't the only ones who have spotted Kardinal's raw talent. When asked how an artist makes the move from Toronto to doing tracks with the laundry list likes of: Clipse (“Grindin'” remix), Busta Rhymes (“Ol' Time Killin'” remix), 50 Cent (“Officer Down”), Pete Rock (“We Good”), Wu-Tang Clan (Careful (Click, Click) remix), Little Brother (“Cross That Line" remix), Pharoahe Monch (“Hurt You”), or the Red Cafe and Fabolous (“Diddy Bop” remix), Kardi laughed and said “A Euro FlightPass.


“You really have to learn 'out of sight, out of mind', so you got to be where the action is,” he pointed out. “My trip has been so crazy, so sick. The people that reached out to me, it wasn't even on some money shit. When I did “Ol' Time Killin” and me and Busta did the remix, that was on some love shit.” Busta had heard Kardi on the radio in New York City and called in to jump on a remix. Pharrell reached out to Kardi on the strength to get on the “Grindin” remix. Kardinal is both humbled and appreciative of it all. “People have really collaborated with me and made music together just based on the respect they have for my music. It's definitely not like that for everybody. Some people are like, 'Fuck that. This nigga's wack. Cut a check.' But for me, I definitely can say almost if not 100% of the people I have worked with have worked with me out of love for what I'm doing and the passion I have for the music.”


That passion has lead to a few moments that stick out for the MC. From shutting down the BET cypher at Hip-Hop Awards this year, to being the special guest of Jay-Z's at a festival in Toronto, opening up for Beastie Boys in front of 40,000 people, or meeting Lil Wayne and hearing Wayne spit his verse on the “Grindin” remix, all let him know that he is being heard. “Sometimes when I'm screaming my head off in the booth, and I'm tearing it down, I need to hear from somebody 'That shit is dope!'” Yo Kardinal, that shit is dope.

